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"The cumulative effect is overwhelming. Eleanor Roosevelt was right: Hooverâ€™s FBI was an

American gestapo." â€”NewsweekShocking, grim, frightening, Curt Gentryâ€™s masterful portrait of

Americaâ€™s top policeman is a unique political biography. From more than 300 interviews and

over 100,000 pages of previously classified documents, Gentry reveals exactly how a paranoid

director created the fraudulent myth of an invincible, incorruptible FBI. For almost fifty years, Hoover

held virtually unchecked public power, manipulating every president from Franklin D. Roosevelt to

Richard Nixon. He kept extensive blackmail files and used illegal wiretaps and hidden microphones

to destroy anyone who opposed him. The book reveals how Hoover helped create McCarthyism,

blackmailed the Kennedy brothers, and influenced the Supreme Court; how he retarded the civil

rights movement and forged connections with mobsters; as well as insight into the Watergate

scandal and what part he played in the investigations of President John F. Kennedy and Martin

Luther King Jr.
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Very thorough book. Behind the scenes stories

Wow good book

This is the seminal review of J. Edgar Hoover's diabolical and imperial ramrodding disabuse of the

American justice system as only he could have abused it. A must read for all Americans.

Could NOT stop reading it. It confirmed what I knew, but recited many more illegal acts this BULLY

committed. It is a travesty that his name appears on the FBI building. The only federal building that

should have his name on it is a maximum security PRISON.

I loved this book because it lets you know that for a very long time secrets have been kept to use

against others not just in today's world. The thing that was interesting to me was how long it went on

and no one stopped him from getting all the dirt and they knew he was doing it. I do not like the way

Hoover used others.

great book arrived in very good condition and provided informative and enjoyable reading

well written

Very good insight into politics of US government,Description of how power corrupts

individuals,Occasionally difficult to read but worth the effort
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